48                  THROUGH   LANDS   OK   TUT,

Babylonia to its formei prosperity presents not one problem,
but hundreds, and not the least impoil.uit i> the problem Of
population. Nevertheless, even a glance at the immense dry
plains suggests that if Ir.iq, like ancient Bahvlonu, could once
again become productive, sho mij;ht inilueiu:e the wheat
markets of the world.

in  Baghdad,  I   found   mysell   fin bidden,   like   any
enth   Ontuiy   "(Unistian   Do-*,"   to  enter  the  Shia
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mosques. It was the first week in Muh.it rain, ihe openin"
month of the Moslem year, a time when Shia-. flagellate them-
selves, cut their heads with knives, ami ,\( hievc a towlition
of religious ecstacy which culminates in the pav,ion play
commemorating the death of Mohammed's ",iandsou.

I stood outside the mosques and waU h<-d the lowering
crowds of men passing in and out, each mo:,que like a hive
about to swarm. An intense cioud devoid ol humour is a
terrible spectacle, especially when vou tue delaehed Iroin llic
object of its obsession. These piuposefui fatiatiis, m;;ed it
seemed, by some power or instinct beyond themselves, were
terrifying in their single-mindednes;.. They wen: men not
humbled by grief, but made savage and revengeful. Looking
at them, I realised how quiekly a human sacrifice must
have cleared die air in pagan times; for these Shuts, whether
they were aware of it or not, wanted blood.

I must explain that Islam is not an undivided faith. It is
split by a schism twelve centuries old into two threat sects,
the Sunnis and the Shuts. The majority of M'tslnns are
Sunnis ("those of the faith*') or tnuhtionists; u minority,
centred in Persia and India, me Shia1;, or " dissenters," a
rigid fanatical sect with its own religious hieran hy, its oxvn
mosques, its own festivals, and its own interpretation of the
Koran. It is possible to travel in Palestine, Syiia, Ktgypt, and
Asia Minor and never to realise that the Shirts exist, but as soon
as you enter Iraq you become conscious that you havr nmwil
a theological frontier: you are in the holy Imul of the Shia.
And the schism came about in this way.

When the Prophet died in 632 A.D., lie left no son to succeed